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Problems and Perspectives of Interpretation

When Wilhelm Frick became Thuringia’s Minister of the Interior

and of Education on 23 January 1930, he was the first Nazi to reach

ministerial rank before Hitler became Chancellor of Germany. Scholars,

both German and non-German, have frequently drawn a parallel

between the events in Thuringia between 1930-1931 and the later Nazi

seizure of power throughout Germany in 1933-1934.

“The course of events from January 1930 in Thuringia appear almost as a dress

rehearsal to the Machtergreifung three years later;”1

“The Frick ministry illustrates Hitler’s tactics so clearly as to constitute a

general model for the assumption of power”;2

“What happened gives an indication of the way at this time the ‘seizure of

power’ in the Reich itself was envisaged”.3

                                                
1 F. Dickman, “Die Regierungsbildung in Thüringen als Modell der Machtergreifung: ein Brief

Hitlers aus dem Jahre 1930”, Vierteljahrshefte für Zeitgeschichte (iv-October), 14. Jahrgang, 1966, p.458
2 D.R. Tracey, “The Development of the National Socialist Party in Thuringia, 1924-1930”,

Central European History (i-March), Volume 8, 1975, p.48
3 I. Kershaw, Hitler, 1889-1936: Hubris (London, 1998), p.319. For similar comments, see also: M.

Broszat, Hitler and the Collapse of Weimar Germany (Leamington Spa/Hamburg/New York, 1987), p.78; H.

Heiber, The Weimar Republic (Oxford, 1993), p.174; E.J. Feuchtwanger, From Weimar to Hitler: Germany,

1918-1933 (Basingstoke, 1993), p.225; G. Schulz, Von Brüning zu Hitler. Der Wandel des politischen Systems in

Deutschland 1930-1933. Band III. Zwischen Demokratie und Diktatur. Verfassungspolitik und Reichsreform in der
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These interpretations, exciting though they sound, have arisen

from a cursory reading of a letter written by Hitler explaining why Frick

had joined the Thuringian government and a retrospective overview of

Frick’s subsequent activities in Thuringia.4 These essentially

deterministic explanations have inadvertently devalued the unique

                                                                                                                                          

‘Weimarer Republik’ (Berlin/New York, 1992), p.140; R. Wistrich, Who’s who in Nazi Germany (London,

1982), p.82; H.J.P. Bergmeier and R.E. Lotz, Hitler’s Airwaves: The Inside Story of Nazi Radio Broadcasting and

Propaganda Swing (New Haven, NJ/London, 1997), p.138
4 Dickman, in “Die Regierungsbildung”, was the first historian to propose the ‘dress

rehearsal’ thesis, but see E.A. Mower, Germany puts the Clock Back, Revised Edition (Harmondsworth,

1937), p.158, for one of the earliest views that Frick’s activity in Thuringia was ‘the shape of things to

come’ after 1933. Chapter 2 of this dissertation, pp.78-83, discusses Hitler’s letter of 2 February 1930

and its significance for understanding Frick’s reason for joining the government of Thuringia.

The only historians who have researched Frick’s period in Thuringia from the primary

sources have been East Germans. However, given the Marxist-Leninist ideology of the German

Democratic Republic, East German historians were (understandably) more concerned with

illustrating the KPD’s ‘heroic defence’ of the Weimar Republic against Frick, who was seen as little

more than an agent of monopoly capitalism. See H. Briesemeister, “Der Kampf der demokratischen

Kräfte unter der Führung der KPD gegen die Schulpolitik der Baum-Frick-Kästner Regierung für ein

demokratisches Schulwesen in Thüringen 1930/31”, Doktorarbeit, Pädagogischen Hochschule Dresden “Karl

Friedrich Wilhelm Wander”, 1969; U. Decker, “Faschismus und Volkschule in Thüringen (1930-1939)”,

Doktorarbeit, Friedrich-Schiller-Universität Jena, 1988; K. Ludwig, “Die Arbeiterklasse in Thüringen im

Kampf gegen das Vordringen des Faschimus und die Bildung der Frick-Regierung 1928-1930”,

Doktorarbeit, Friedrich-Schiller-Universität Jena, 1960; H. Wenkel, “Zur Taktik der faschistischen

Nazipartei und zu ihrer Methoden im Kampf gegen die Arbeiterklasse und anderen demokratischen

Kräfte in Thüringen”, Doktorarbeit, Friedrich-Schiller-Universität Jena, 1973; U. Zeise, “Experimentierfeld

Thüringen. Hans Servus Ziegler und der nazi-faschischte ‘Kampfbund für deutsche Kultur’ (KfdK) in

Thüringen von 1929-1933”, Diplomarbeit, Friedrich-Schiller-Universität Jena, 1984; P. Mitzenheim, “Zur

Kampf der demokratische Kräfte gegen die Faschisierung des Thüringer Schulwesens vor 1933”,

Jahrbuch für Erziehungs- und Schulgeschichte, 8. Jahrgang, 1968
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nature, and the importance of, Frick’s entry to government in Thuringia

and his subsequent actions. The aim of this thesis is to recover the

significance of Frick’s ministerial activity through a comprehensive

examination of why Frick joined the Thuringian government, what he

hoped (and was expected) to achieve, and then how Frick tried to

realise his aims.

The main areas of the research are: the origins, drafting, and

implementation of Frick’s measures; his impact upon Thuringia’s civil

service and administration; the nature of the relationship with his

coalition partners; the perception of, and the reaction to Frick by the

Thuringian opposition parties and the Reich government; and finally, his

relationship with, and portrayal by, the NSDAP in Thuringia and the

Reich.

The interpretative framework of the thesis focuses upon the

significance of Frick’s measures and behaviour as a means of validating,

modifying, or refuting the commonly held belief that Frick’s period in

office represented a model for the ‘seizure of power’ carried out in

Germany between 1933 and 1934. The thesis places itself within the

historiography of the Nazis Party’s rise to power before 1933 in two
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ways.5 First, it examines the Nazi Party in government and how it

understood this. Second, it looks at how the Reich government itself

reacted to the Nazi Party, not only in terms of its presence in the

Thuringian government, but also the potential threat it posed to the

system of government in Germany, from both within and without, in

1930 the year of its NSDAP’s electoral breakthrough at national level.6

The Scope and Limitations of the Primary Sources

It would be something of a cliché to point out that all research

projects encounter problems of one kind or another that demand, or

force, changes in methodology. Yet, as far as this research has been

concerned, the cliché is much closer to a truism. Problems - or rather,

limitations – with the source material has meant that it has not always

been possible to undertake a complete analysis of Frick’s ministerial

activities.

The fragmented nature of the source material represents an

                                                
5 See Kershaw, Hitler, 1889-1936, chapters 8-10 for a detailed analysis of the Nazi Party in this

period.
6 See J. Caplan, Government without Administration: State and Bureaucracy in Weimar and Nazi

Germany (Oxford, 1988), chapter 4, esp. pp.123-130, for how the Reich government became

increasingly concerned with NSDAP making inroads into the civil service.
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obstacle for any exhaustive survey of Frick in office. To some extent it is

possible to account for these limitations, e.g. the ‘weeding’ or deliberate

destruction of files by the Nazis prior to May 1945, or accidental

destruction due to the effects of war. Perhaps the most accurate

explanation is that such limitations are an accurate reflection of Frick’s

day-to-day activity. In other words, the gaps in the files result from

Frick refusal to deal with the daily minutiae of his ministerial duties,

since it would have diverted him from the specific policy objectives he

had entered the Thuringian government to pursue.

The Thuringian Ministry of the Interior (ThMdI) and the Thuringian

Education Ministry (ThVbMin)

Frick’s personnel measures within the Thuringian Ministry of the

Interior, such as his anti-Communist decree, and its implementation

have been reconstructed from ThMdI files, but other measures such as

the Enabling Act, which were in the remit of the Thuringian Ministry of

the Interior, have been reconstructed from files within the Education

and Finance Ministries.7 Investigation into Frick’s handling of the

                                                
7 See ThVbMin A/6 and ThFiMin/6
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Thuringian police has been severely hampered by the paucity of the

documentation.8 This collection appears to have been ‘weeded’ given the

fact that other collections for the periods before and after Frick entry to

office appear to be reasonably intact.

The Thuringian Education Ministry’s collection is a richer source

of material. For example, there is much detail about the implementation

of Frick’s anti-Semitic school prayers,9 and his banning of Erich Maria

Remarque’s All Quiet on the Western Front.10

The Thuringian State Ministry (ThStMin)

It was hoped that this collection would prove to be a valuable

source of material in regard to the governmental overview of Frick and

his actions. This has not proven to be the case. The files of the

Thuringian cabinet are merely a record of its conclusions (Beschlüsse)11,

with no record of any discussion or debate. The supplementary

                                                
8 ThMdI P/14 deals with the administration of the Thuringian police from the late 1920s to

the 1940s. It contains only two documents from the period of Frick’s Ministerzeit.
9 ThVbMin A/1010
10 ThVbMin A/1011
11 ThStMin/60, /61
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documentation (Beiakten) given to the meetings is also devoid of data.12

Similarly, collections, which could have shed light on the three conflicts

between the Reich and Thuringian governments, from the perspective of

the latter, have proved to be ‘dead-ends’.13

The Thuringian Landtag

Apart from files relating to Frick’s attempts to grant Hitler

Thuringian citizenship in mid-1930,14 this collection, from a

parliamentary perspective, fails to advance the understanding of Frick’s

activity. There is no record on the negotiations leading to his entry to

government,15 and nothing is revealed on how the NSDAP operated

within the various Landtag committees, e.g. the Council of Elders

(Ältestenrat) or the Permanent Committee (Ständiger Auschuß).16

Other collections of documents from ThHStAW were consulted

on the basis that they concerned areas of governmental or ministerial

                                                
12 ThStMin/64, /65
13 ThStMin/101, /102, /103, /104, /107-1 on Thuringia’s plenipotentiary to the Reich

government and the Reichsrat; ThStMin/220 Decisions of the State Supreme Court for the German

Reich. The files of the Thüringisches Justizministerium (ThJuMin) contain no record of any inter-

departmental or ministerial discussion of the disputes.
14 Landtag von Thüringen/52, /57, /196, /197
15 Landtag von Thüringen/24
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activity in which Frick was known to be active.17

The Reich Chancellery (R 43 I)

This collection has been indispensable in charting the three

conflicts that developed between the Reich and Thuringian

governments whilst Frick was in office.18 The two files dealing with

Thuringia19 contain intra- and inter-Reich Chancellery and Reich

Ministry of the Interior notes, memoranda, clippings from newspapers

and the Wolffs’ Telegrafisches Büro (WTB), and other aspects of Frick’s

activities. The two collections contain almost all of the correspondence

between the Reich and Thuringian governments, which has proved to be

essential given that the Thuringian archives contain only remnants of

the entire correspondence.20

Other files of interest have been the records of the Reich cabinet,21

                                                                                                                                          
16 Landtag von Thüringen/182
17 Thüringisches Finanzministerium (ThFiMin); Landesamt für Denkmalpflege und

Heimatschutz; Staatliche Hochschulen für Baukunst, bildene Künste, und Handwerk Weimar;

Staatliche Hochschule für Handwerk und Baukunst Weimar; Thüringische Oberverwaltungsgericht

Jena
18 See chapter 3, pp., chapter 4, and chapter 5, pp.
19 Bundesarchiv Berlin-Lichterfeld (BABL), R 43 I/2315, /2316
20 See ThHStAW, ThVbMin B/3413; ThFiMin/6
21 BABL, R 43 I/1442, /1447



Chapter One: Introduction

9

the police,22 and those on the NSDAP complied from mid-1930

onwards,23 especially the Prussian Ministry of the Interior’s manuscript

on the Nazi Party and the Reich Ministry of the Interior’s similar

documents of November 1930. Collections dealing with Frick’s coalition

partners, i.e. the Deutsche Volkspartei (DVP),24 the Wirtschaftspartei

(WP),25 and the Landbund (LB)26 contain no relevant material. The

same can be said for those collections relating to the opposition parties

in Thuringia, viz: the Deutsche Demokratische Partei (DDP),27 the

Kommunistische Partei Deutschlands (KPD),28 and the

Sozialdemokratische Partei Deutschlands (SPD).29

                                                
22 R 43 I/2694
23 R 43 I/2682, /2683
24 R 43 I/2656; Bundesarchiv Koblenz (BAK), R 45 II
25 BABL, R 43 I/2685
26 R 43 I/2687
27 R 43 I/2661; BAK, R 45 III
28 BAK, R 45 IV
29 BAK, R 
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The Reichskommissar für Überwachung der öffentlichen Ordnung (R 134

and R 1507)30

The Reich government’s surveillance of Frick and the NSDAP in

Thuringia is not particularly well developed in these collections. The

main benefit of the R 134 collection is its copy of the Reich Ministry of

the Interior document “Kann ein Nationalsozialistischer Polizeibeamter

sein?”.31 This was written at a crucial point in the Reich-Thuringian

dispute over police subsidies, and is an important summary of the Reich

Ministry’s standpoint.

Reich Ministry of the Interior (R 18 and R 1501)

Most of the Reich Ministry of the Interior’s material that was not

destroyed during the Second World War appears to have found its way

into R 43 I/2315 and /2316. However, some interesting and very useful

documentation on the Reich Ministry of the Interior’s contacts with

Thuringians opposed to Frick was found in a collection sent to him in

                                                
30 R 134 is the Reichskommissar collection that was held by the Bundesarchiv prior to

German unification in 1990. R 1507 is the collection previously held by the Deutsches

Zentralsstaatsarchiv Potsdam.
31 R 134/90 Bll.56-66
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1934 by his former NSDAP associates in Thuringia.32

The Reichsgericht (R 3002) and the Staatsgerichtshof für das Deutsche

Reich (R 3007)

The involvement of the Thuringian government in three disputes

with the Reich Ministry of the Interior has already been mentioned.

These collections provide the full transcripts of the proceedings before

the two courts, which have been essential in revealing details and

viewpoints not available in either the Thuringian or Reich

documentation, together with crucial insights into how the Reich

Ministry of the Interior perceived the NSDAP in the year of its electoral

breakthrough.

Nazi Party Documentation

It was hoped that sufficient material would exist within both the

Reich and Thuringian NSDAP collections to assist in the execution of

the research, but as Dietrich Orlow has pointed out that “[v]irtually no

                                                
32 See R 18/5051 Bll.20-22 Brill to Wirth, 17 June 1930; R 18/5051 Bll.26-44 Hauff to Wirth, 6

June 1930; R 18/5051 Bl.46 Wirth to Brill, 6 June 1930; The complete four pages of R 18/5051 Bll.54-56

Brill to Menzel, 26 May 1930, may be found in ThHStAW, RStH/132 Bll.13-16.
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Gau ... archives [have] survived intact”.33 Almost all of the Thuringian

Gau material either pre- or post-dates Frick’s period in office.34 The

Schumacher Sammlung of Gau documentation falls within the same

category.35 In addition, the archive for the NSDAP’s Landtag faction in

Thuringia, which could possibly shed important light upon the party’s

attitude towards Frick and his coalition partners, appears not to have

survived. Enquiries reveal that it is neither held by the present

Thuringian Landtag in Erfurt, nor by the ThHStAW.36 It has to be said

that this want of material relating to the NSDAP in power prior to 1933

is not confined to Thuringia. Jeremy Noakes’ study of the NSDAP in

Lower Saxony, which looked at NSDAP participation in the

Braunschweig and Oldenberg governments, found “no documentation

whatsoever” on the policies of the Nazi ministers concerned.37

Documentation collected or compiled by Nazi Party agencies at

                                                
33 D. Orlow, The History of the Nazi Party: Volume II: 1933-1945 (Newton Abbot, 1973), p.x
34 National Archives (NA), RG 242, T-81, roll 116, fr. 136429-137002. This is the microfilm

version of BABL, NS 20/123 and NS 20/124, both of which have now been relocated from BABL to

ThHStAW as NSDAP-GL/1 and NSDAP-GL/1-1 respectively.
35 NA, RG 242, T-580, roll 26, folder 209 “Gauleitung Thüringen”. This is the microfilm

version of BABL, Schumacher Sammlung 209, Group VIII
36 My thanks to Herr Archivrat Marek (ThHStAW) for answering this question. It appears

that the archives for any of Thuringia’s Landtag factions have not survived.
37 J. Noakes, The Nazi Party in Lower Saxony, 1921-1933 (Oxford, 1971), p.3
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Reich level is also sadly deficient. The NSDAP’s own historical service

concentrated upon the early years of the Thuringian Gau,38 whilst other

NSDAP organisations and affiliates have largely omitted this period in

the Gau’s history altogether.39

NSDAP Personal Files

Files exist for many of the Nazis known to be active in

Thuringia.40 Yet the eclectic nature of the contents, e.g. press clippings,

party questionnaires and correspondence, mean that the files are of use

only in specific contexts, or merely supply biographical and career data.

The NSDAP’s Historiography of Frick as Minister in Thuringia.

The Völkischer Beobachter and Der Nationalsozialist newspapers have

been a useful source in revealing how the Nazi Party regarded Frick

whilst he was in office. The NSDAP’s own history of the party reveals

                                                
38 See NSDAP-HA microfilm, roll 7, folder 160
39 See BABL, NS 25/233 Hauptamt für Kommunalpolitik collection on Thuringia, 1929-1932
40 See BABL, BDC NSDAP Personal Files, Wilhelm Frick (12.3.1877); Hans Ludwig

(2.5.1894); Willy Marschler (12.8.1893); Walter Ortlepp (9.7.1900); Fritz Sauckel (27.10.1894); Fritz

Wächtler (7.1.1891); Otto Wagener (20.4.1888)
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little other than an overview of Frick’s activity,41 yet the Thuringian

NSDAP’s pamphlet on Frick’s activity is of more interest.42 Although it

does not go into detail, other than reciting the already known features of

Frick’s rule, it does, however, engage in polemics against his coalition

partners, revealing how the NSDAP saw itself and the other parties in

the coalition. The Festschrift for Frick’s sixtieth birthday merely recites

Frick’s ‘achievements’ in the typical Nazi rhetoric,43 as do two articles

written by Frick.44 Both of these articles are of interest since they were

written by Frick, but their publication in the Nationalsozialistisches

Jahrbuch, means that they extol his activity in typical Nazi prose for the

party faithful.

                                                
41 H. Fabricius, Geschichte der nationalsozialistische Bewegung, 2. Auflage (Berlin, 1935).
42 Der Kampf in Thüringen. Ein Bericht über die Tätigkeit des ersten nationalsozialistischen Staatsministers

um der thüringischen nationalsozialistischen Landtagfraktion (Weimar, n.d.)
43 H. Fabricius, “Der Reichsleiter Dr. Frick”, in H. Pfundtner (ed.), Dr. Wilhelm Frick und sein

Ministerium. Aus Anlaß des 60. Geburtstages des Reichs- und Preußischen Ministers des Innern Dr. Wilhelm Frick am

12. März 1937 (Munich, 1937). For a similar view see “Dr. Wilhelm Frick”, Nationalsozialistische

Monatshefte, 1. Jahrgang, 1930
44 W. Frick, “6 Monate nationalsozialistischer Minister in Thüringen”,  Nationalsozialistisches

Jahrbuch, 5. Jahrgang, 1931; W. Frick, “Thüringische Bilanz”, Nationalsozialistisches Jahrbuch, 6. Jahrgang,

1932
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Private Papers, Diaries, Memoirs, Biographies, and Newspapers

Of the eight-man government in Thuringia, Frick is the only

member to possess a Nachlaß, which reveals nothing about this stage of

his political career.45 Similarly, that for Walter Ortlepp, one of Frick’s

Nazi appointees, is also silent, save for biographical data accrued from a

Nazi Party questionnaire.46

Private papers relating to figures opposed to Frick, both in

Thuringia,47 and the Reich,48 have not been of benefit. However, the

Nachlaß of Eduard Dingeldy49 (Reich leader of the DVP) contains two

interesting letters from Thuringia,50 which have been of crucial

reconstructing the Thuringian DVP’s attitude toward Frick.

Diaries, like private papers, are also rare. The diary of Hermann

                                                
45 BAK, NL 1241 Wilhelm Frick contains eight volumes. BABL, R 18 contains also a Frick

Nachlaß, though this dates from his period of office as Reich Interior Minister. There are mentions to

his Thuringian Ministerzeit, but these are in the form of career résumés, and do not contain anything

which is not already known.
46 ThHStAW, ThMdI D/49, /50. The questionnaire is found in D/49
47 BAK, NL1086 Hermann Brill
48 Collections of private papers exist in BABL, R 43 I/2875 Heinrich Brüning (Reich

Chancellor from late March 1930); R 43 I/3633 Joseph Wirth (Reich Interior Minister from late

March 1930)
49 BAK, NL1002 Eduard Dingeldy
50 NL 1002/61 Bll.1-4 anon “Die DVP! und N.S. in Thüringen”, n.d.; NL 1002/61 Bll.7-12 Baum

and Witzmann to von Kardoff, 27 June 1930
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Pünder,51 permanent secretary (Staatssekretär) in the Reich Chancellery,

has yielded some interesting differences to the documentation and

events in which he played a role. The diary kept by Otto Wagener,52 a

senior figure in the SA, sent to Thuringia by Hitler to assist in the

negotiations, has been very useful in revealing the non-public aspects of

the negotiations. Similarly, the diaries of Joseph Goebbels53 have also

proved to be of value regarding the negotiations, but information

relating to Frick’s ministerial activity and his perception by others,

especially by the NSDAP, is not particularly extensive in the depth or

range of topics recorded.

The memoirs of Carl Severing,54 Albert Krebs,55 and Heinrich

Brüning,56 are only of passing interest. The memoirs of Georg

                                                
51 H. Pünder, Politik in der Reichskanzlei. Aufzeichnungen aus den Jahren 1929-1932, edited by T.

Vogelsang (Stuttgart, 1961)
52 O. Wagener, Hitler aus nächster Nähe. Aufzeichnungen eines Vertrauens 1929-1932, edited by H.A.

Turner Jr. (Frankfurt am Main, 1978)
53 E. Fröhlich (ed.), Die Tagebücher von Joseph Goebbels. Sämtliche Fragmente. Aufzeichnungen 1924 bis

1941. Teil 1, Band I. 27. Juni 1924-30. Dezember 1930 (Munich, 1987); E. Fröhlich (ed.), Die Tagebücher von

Joseph Goebbels. Sämtliche Fragmente. Aufzeichnungen 1924 bis 1941. Teil 1, Band II. 1. Januar 1931-31. Dezember

1936 (Munich, 1987)
54 C. Severing, Mein Lebensweg. Band. II. Im auf und ab der Republik (Cologne, 1950)
55 W.S. Allen (ed.), The Infancy of Nazism: The Memoirs of ex-Gauleiter Albert Krebs, 1923-1933 (New

York, 1976)
56 H. Brüning, Memoiren 1878-1934 (Stuttgart, 1970)
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Witzmann,57 faction leader of the DVP in Thuringia’s Landtag, are more

detailed in the range of topics dealt with. There are two Nazi

biographies of Frick,58 and one scholarly work.59 The two Nazi works

have been useful in accessing the party view - albeit with hindsight - on

Frick’s activity, whilst the academic study, which did not consult any

Thuringian archival material, has only provided an overview. The

biographies of Herman Brill,60 Frick’s most persistent critic in

Thuringia, and Carl Severing,61 are also limited to the ‘overview’

approach associated with political biographies.

Newspapers have been helpful in recovering aspects not readily

available from archival sources, e.g. the NSDAP Gauleitung,62 the general

view of Frick,63 and possible stimuli upon the Reich Ministry of the

                                                
57 G. Witzmann, Thüringen von 1918-1933. Erinnerungen eines Politikers (Meisenheim am Glan,

1958)
58 H. Fabricius, Reichsinnenminister Dr. Frick, der revolutionäre Staatsmann, 1. Auflage (Berlin,

1933); H. Fabricius, Dr. Wilhelm Frick. Ein Lebensbild des Reichsministers des Innern (Berlin, 1938)
59 G. Neliba, Wilhelm Frick. Der Legalist des Unrechtstaates. Eine politische Biographie (Paderborn,

1992)
60 M. Overesch, Hermann Brill in Thüringen 1895-1946. Ein Kämpfer gegen Hitler und Ulbricht (Bonn,

1992)
61 T. Alexander, Carl Severing. Sozialdemokrat aus Westfalen mit preußischen Tugenden (Bielefeld,

1992)
62 Der Nationalsozialist and Völkische Beobachter have been valuable in this respect.
63 See ThHStAW, ThMdI P/126 for a series of press clippings about Frick from January 1930

onwards.



Chapter One: Introduction

18

Interior.64

Personal Files

In contrast to private papers and diaries, personal files have been

a much more readily available source. However, the availability of

personal files has not been a guarantee of plentiful and/or useful

material. Some files have revealed nothing at all,65 whilst others have

only surrendered data (usually of a biographical nature), which is

available from other sources.66 The remainder has been of assistance, but

is limited to specific contexts.67

Files relating to those appointed by Frick have helped to

reconstruct the background to their appointment, but have not always

supplied the reason why.68 Not all the files exist for those civil servants

                                                
64 See BABL, R 43 I/2315 Bl. 204 Vossische Zeitung, “Severing bricht Beziehungen ab”, 19 March

1930; R 43 I/2315 Bl.269 Vossische Zeitung, “Nationalsozialistischen Polizeidirektoren?”, 30 April 1930
65 ThHStAW, ThStMin/262 Erwin Baum; ThStMin/307 Willy Kästner; ThVbMin Hans

Severus Ziegler; ThStMin/358 Fritz Sauckel is a particularly atrocious example of a file containing

almost no documentation.
66 ThStMin/331-1 Willy Marschler; ThStMin/390 Fritz Wächtler; Landtag von

Thüringen/46-1 Paul Hennicke
67 ThStMin/281 Wilhelm Frick; ThStMin/341 Hermann Münzel
68 ThVbMin Hans F.K. Günther; ThVbMin Paul Schultze-Naumburg; Staatliche

Hochschulen für Baukunst, bildene Künste, und Handwerk Weimar/126 Paul Schultze-Naumburg;

ThMdI Georg Hellwig; ThMdI Personal File Helmuth Gommlich is an exception to the rule.
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retired under Frick’s Enabling Act, but a sufficient number have

survived in order to sustain conclusions.69 It is a disappointment to

record that files relating to those civil servants directly under Frick in

his ministries appear not have survived.70

Thuringian Landtag Printed Materials

In contrast to the ThHStAW collection ‘Landtag von Thüringen’,

the printed material has proved to be a valuable source. Given the fact

that Frick was subject to not one, but four votes of no-confidence, this

material has been crucial in tracing the changing attitudes of the

opposition parties and Frick’s coalition partners. It has also provided

examples of political opinion towards specific aspects of Frick’s

measures, both in the Landtag and in its committee.

                                                
69 ThFiMin Personal Files Karl Dittmar; Konrad Huschke; Kurt Schack; Felix Schmid; Karl

Strohmeyer; Ernst Zaubitzer; ThMdI Personal Files 8529 Paul H.R. Goeths; 3405 Georg Hellwig;

4583 Martin Krause; 8307 Kurt Schumann; 9218 Kurt Wagner; ThVbMin Personal Files Albert Bock;

15038 Alfred Jacobi; 14782 Ernst Kluge; 17726 Gerhard Kummer; 33740 Richard Wicke; ThWiMin

Personal Files Hans Gräter; Karl Rauch; Karl Siedel; Richard Sommer
70 Conspicuous absences are Paul Guyet and Rühle von Lilienstern who were Frick’s

Referenten for the police within the ThMdI.



Chapter One: Introduction

20

Thuringian Government Printed Material

The Gesetzsammlung für Thüringen, the Amts- und Nachrichtenblatt, and

the Amtsblatt des Thüringischen Ministeriums für Volksbildung have all helped

identify which legislation or decrees Frick issued. Just as importantly, it

has provided an ‘index’ for decrees which Frick did not issue. The

publications have also been helpful in providing a reference point by

which the archival material could be more efficiently investigated by

concentrating on measures enacted, or ignored. They have also been

useful as a means of comparing draft and finished versions of decrees as a

means of identifying any changes made and of input made by others.

Postwar Interrogations of Frick

A significant is Frick’s silence on his Ministerzeit, either during the

period of office, or afterwards. It could be argued that Frick’s silence is

attributable to his career as a civil servant in the Wilhelmine Reich, i.e.

he considered it ‘incorrect’ to talk about his activity71 when true career

politicians have no qualms about doing so. In addition, Frick neither left

diaries to posterity, nor wrote any memoirs. He also refused to testify at
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the Nuremberg trials, though he did co-operate in pre-trial

interrogations with the Americans. Some questions were asked about

his activities as Thuringia’s Minister, and his relationship to Hitler at

the time, but they were considered as incidental since the Americans

were primarily interested in Frick’s role during the Munich Putsch, and

his subsequent career as Reich Minister of the Interior.72 However,

interrogations of a more contemporary nature do exist. The Landtag’s

stenographic reports, and those of its committees, have helped broaden

the picture of Frick’s opinions, albeit with the inevitable degree of Nazi

rhetoric. Information from the direct questioning of Frick also exists in

the Thuringian Landtag’s special committee on his attempt to grant

Hitler citizenship in 1930, and the State Supreme Court’s investigation

into the police subsidies dispute of 1930.

The Chapters of the Dissertation

Chapter Two considers the development of the Nazi Party in

Thuringia from 1922 to 1930 by examining its organisational

                                                                                                                                          
71 W.S. Allen, (ed.), The Infancy of Nazism: The Memoirs of ex-Gauleiter Albert Krebs, 1923-1933 (New

York, 1976), p.261
72 NA, RG 238, M1019, roll 18, and M1270, roll 4.
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development, the personalities involved, and its relation to other radical

or extra-parliamentary groups. Second, it looks at how the Frick entered

the government of Thuringia in January 1930 by looking at the actual

course of the negotiations, the factors brought into play, and Hitler’s

personal involvement. Lastly, the chapter reveals why Hitler chose Frick

as his ministerial candidate, and then reveals the reasons why Hitler had

decided to embark upon the historic step of Nazi participation in

government.

Chapter Three is the first of two chapters dealing with Frick’s

activity as Thuringia’s Interior Minister. It investigates his impact upon

the administration and government of Thuringia in terms of both

structure and personnel policy. Attention will also be paid to particular

measures, including Frick’s attempt to grant Hitler Thuringian

citizenship by appointing him the Gendarme commissioner in the town

of Hildburghausen. The subject of Frick’s administration of the police

shall be dealt with in the following chapter. The historiography of

Frick’s period in power has mentioned the Enabling Act in such a

manner as to suggest that it led to an extensive reorganisation of

Thuringia’s administration, with a distinctive Nazi slant. Certainly,

Hitler’s comments that Frick was to carry out “a slow purge of the
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administration and of the civil service from the manifestations of the red

revolution”, and that Frick was “to introduce ... with ruthless

determination a nationalisation (Nationalisierung)”,73 have done much to

foster this view. The reality, however, is different

In contrast to the Enabling Act dispute, the crux of the ‘police

subsidies conflict’, examined in Chapter Four, was not the retirement of

officials, but rather their appointment. The Reich Ministry of the

Interior feared that Frick was abusing his ministerial right to make

appointments to the Thuringian police through a deliberate policy of

recruiting and promoting Nazis in order to turn the police into an arm of

the Nazi Party. This alleged practice was interpreted by the Reich

Ministry of the Interior as a violation of Number 6 of the Principles,

which stated:

“The Länder have to take appropriate measures that the non-political

character of the police [Schutzpolizei] as a whole, like the non-political behaviour

of the individual civil servant in office, is guaranteed unconditionally.”74

                                                
73 F. Dickmann, “Die Regierungsbildung in Thüringen als Modell der Machtergreifung: ein

Brief Hitlers aus dem Jahre 1930”, Vierteljahrshefte für Zeitgeschichte (iv-October), 14. Jahrgang, 1966,

pp.462-463
74 BABL, R 43 I/2315 Bl.195 “Grundsätze für die Gewährung eines Reichszuschusses für

polizeiliche Zwecke”, original emphasis
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The chapter considers Frick’s plans for Thuringia’s police by

studying the dispute between his government and the Reich Ministry of

the Interior over payment of the Reich subsidy designed for police forces

in the Länder. Payment of the subsidy was regulated by the “Principles

for the Granting of a Reich Subsidy for Police Purposes” (1928) which

determined the responsibilities of the Länder towards their police

forces, the Reich’s obligation to assist the Länder with payment of a

subsidy, and that the Länder would place their police forces at the

Reich’s disposal should the need arise.75 There was also an additional

Reich-Länder agreement governing the entry of candidates, as well as

the employment, training, and retirement of police officers.76 The

Thuringian government had agreed to these arrangements in March

1928,77 and Reich Interior Minister Carl Severing made their acceptance

by the Länder a precondition for the receipt of the subsidy.78

The dissertation then focuses upon Frick’s activities as

                                                
75 BABL, R 43 I/2315 Bll.195-196 “Grundsätze für die Gewährung eines Reichszuschusses für

polizeiliche Zwecke”
76 BABL, R 43 I/2315 Bll.197-198 “Vereinbarungen der Länder unter sich und mit dem Reich

über die Gewährung eines Reichszuschusses für polizeiliche Zwecke”
77 ThHStAW, Thüringische Oberverwaltungsgericht/A XI Nr.5 Bl.175 ThMdI to RIM, 17

March 1928
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Thuringia’s Education Minister in Chapter Five. Shortly after Frick

came to power Hitler outlined his ideas on what Frick was to achieve in

office. Hitler envisaged that Frick would carry out a nationalisation

(Nationalisierung) of the Education Ministry through the appointment of

“fanatical German nationalists”, the removal of Marxist and pro-

Republic teachers, and the re-orientation of school curricula along the

lines of Nazi Party ideology.79 The purpose of Chapter Five, then, is to

examine the extent to which Frick turned Hitler’s ideas into coherent

government policies. Three areas shall be looked at: Frick’s appointment

policies; his interference in cultural affairs; and Thuringian school life

and curricula, in particular Frick’s conflict with the Reich government

over the ‘recommendation’ of anti-Semitic school prayers. It has recently

been argued that Frick “acted [agierte] ... as a radical pace-maker

[Schrittmacher] of future National Socialist cultural policy. Frick

vigorously published orders which had decisive effects for Thuringia’s

art, culture and education”.80

                                                                                                                                          
78 BABL, R 43 I/2315 Bl.194 Severing to the Länder, 5 January 1929
79 See chapter 2, pp.
80 B. Stenzel, “ ‘Tradition, Volkstum, Heimat und Rasse’. Grundzüge der regionalen Kultur-

und Kunstpolitik im nationalsozialistischen Thüringen (1932-1945), in A. Dornheim, B. Post and B.

Stenzel (eds.), Thüringen 1933-1945. Aspekte nationalsozialistischer Herrschaft (Erfurt, 1997), p.60
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Chapter Six attempts to examine how the Nazi Party evaluated

and portrayed Frick’s ministerial activities in Thuringia, and the nature

of Frick’s relationship with his coalition partners is also analysed. This

latter aspect occupies most of the chapter since Frick left office only

after his coalition allies - the DVP - defected to the SPD-KPD-DDP

opposition in support of the SPD’s fourth, and ultimately final, motion of

no-confidence in Frick by the Landtag.
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